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wool was in regular demand abroad, for down to the nine-
teenth century wool (and not cotton) was king. However the
Cistercians, who were notable producers of wool, established
themselves in remote and sparsely-inhabited regions. There
was, until the fifteenth century, no marked encroachment
of pasture-farming upon corn-growing, and the traditional
balance in husbandry remained unimpaired. The growth of
a native textile industry in the later Middle Ages created a
new situation. The home market for raw materials expanded
rapidly, and its influence on agriculture was momentous. It
drove a wedge between the two branches of corn production
and wool production. The sheep-farmer no longer kept to
remote regions or to the waste that was no man's property.
He now invaded the corn-fields. The foot of the sheep
turned sand into gold; but where the foot of the sheep
passed, farmsteads were pulled down, cultivators of the soil
were sent adrift, the open fields with their maze of strips
were enclosed—and the landscape, economic, social and
physical, was transformed. The successful wool merchant
proudly displayed on the portal of his mansion the ' posie ':
" I thanke God, and ever shall,
It is the Sheepe hath payed for all" \
The fate of the victims of economic progress is inscribed in
the lines of Oliver Goldsmith :
" The mournful peasant leads his humble band,
And while he sinks, without one arm to save,
The country blooms—a garden and a grave " 2.
The conversion of cultivated land into grass land at the sheep-
present day raises an economic and a social problem.
the one hand, a diminished amount of corn is grown;  on
the other, a diminished amount of labour is employed.    The
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were concerned only
with the social problem.   The supply of corn does not seem
to have been adversely affected in our period by the extension
of sheep-farming.    The reason is that, side by side with the
curtailment of the arable in certain areas, there was in pro-
1 Thoroton, The Antiquities of Nottinghamshire (1677), 349.
* The Deserted Village.

